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Applicants respectfully request reconsideration of the final Office Action mailed 
September 12, 2003. 

In that Office Action, claims 2 and 14-16 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, first 
paragraph, and claims 2 and 4-17 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Eldridge et al. (U.S. 5,974,662). To the extent that these grounds of rejection may be again 
asserted against the claims pending in this application, they are respectfully traversed. 

Examiner Nguyen is thanked for the courtesies extended to Applicants' representative 
during the personal interview conducted November 5, 2003. The substance of that interview is 
incorporated into the following remarks. 

During the interview, it became apparent that the § 1 12, first paragraph, rejection may 
have been inadvertently applied to the claims of the present application. Specifically, the 
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Examiner noted that the rejection was based on lack of written description. However, it was 
noted that pages 13 and 14 of the present application specifically describe how a probe in 
accordance in the present invention is manufactured. The last paragraph of page 13 states, "at 
first , a nickel plated fine wire for the probe" is manufactured, starting with wire material made of 
Paliney 7, which is then subjected to a plating process to achieve a nickel plated fine wire. 

The first full paragraph on page 14 further states, " then , this nickel plated fine wire for 
the probe was made fine in sequence with a plurality of wire drawing dies to attain the nickel 
plated fine wire for the probe." The disclosed wire drawing machine is a slip-type continuous 
wire drawing machine, and in particular, a cone-type wet continuous wire drawing machine was 
used for wire drawing, along with natural diamond dies. 

In view of the foregoing, Applicants respectfully submit that there is clear written 
description for the features recited in each of the pending claims. Moreover, in an effort to show 
that one skilled in the art would appreciate the wire drawing processes in connection with the 
present invention, applicants submit herewith descriptions of these well-known processes as 
applied to conventional wire drawing having nothing to do with probes consistent with the 
claimed invention. Specifically, the attached references are copies of portions of volumes 1, 2 
and 3 of the "Steel Wire Handbook" published by the Wire Association, Inc. While the exact 
publication years for volumes 2 and 3 is not specifically known, volume 1 was published in 
1965. Volume 2 describes wire drawing machines generally, volume 3 describes wet drawing 
machines such as that shown in Fig. 14-4, and volume 1 specifically describes diamond dies. 
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Thus, Applicants again respectfully submit that the features recited in the pending claims 
are supported by the present specification and would also be well understood by those skilled in 
the art. For at least these reasons, Applicants respectfully request that the § 1 12, first paragraph 
rejection of the claims be reconsidered and withdrawn. 

With regard to the § 102(b) rejection of claims 2 and 4-17 as being anticipated by 
Eldridge et al, Applicants submit that this reference fails to disclose the features recited in 
independent claims 2 and 10. As discussed during the interview, and as set forth above, the 
claimed probe comprises a core material that is plated with nickel or nickel alloy. This plated 
core is then, or subsequently, subjected to a wire drawing operation to obtain the fine wire 
necessary for the inter-electrode pitch values that are necessary in connection with advanced 
semiconductor chip testing. 

As discussed during the interview, the Eldridge et al. reference simply fails to disclose a 
probe having a core material made of palladium alloy or beryllium copper alloy, which is plated 
with nickel or nickel alloy and which is then subjected to a wire drawing operation to provide 
superior spring characteristics and hardness. Again, the Eldridge et al reference does not 
disclose performing a wire drawing operation after nickel plating or nickel alloy plating. 
Accordingly, Applicants respectfully submit that pending claims 2 and 10 are patentable over 
Eldridge et al. 
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In view of the foregoing, all of the claims in this case are believed to be in condition for 
allowance. Should the Examiner have any questions or determine that any further action is 
desirable to place this application in even better condition for issue, the Examiner is encouraged 
to telephone applicants' undersigned representative at the number listed below. 



SHAW PITTMAN LLP 
1650 Tysons Boulevard 
McLean, VA 22102 
Tel: 703/770-7645 

Date: November 10, 2003 



By: 



Respectfully submitted, 
OKUBO ET AL. 




Michael A. Obion 
Registration No. 42,956 
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